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Excooding 5 tons, but not exceed- £ s. d,

ing 6 tons ... - 23 0 0
" 6 tons, but not exceed-
ing 7 tons ... e 2810 0
" 7 tons, but not exceed-
3 tons ... we 3410 0
» 8 tons, but not exceed-
9 tons . 41 0 0
9 tons, but not exoead
ing 10 tons e 48 0 0
For every additional ton w 4 00

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I pro-
mised to give further consideration to the
Council’s amendment in view of the objee-
tion taken that in the North-West, cattle
and sheep were transported by means of
trailers. I have framed an snendment to
overcome that point, and I move—

That the Council’s amendment be agreed to
subject to the addition of the following words:

—‘Provided that only one-half of the pre-
scribed fee shall be payable on a trailer or
gemi-trailer, which is used, or is intended to be

used, on roads outside the south-western land
division of the State.’’

Mr. MARSHALL: I wanf to thank those
members who doring my absence reminded
the Minister that his first proposed amend-
ment would levy an impost on those having
trailers feeding the railways. On my arri-
val this afternoon I got inte touch with the
Minister, and as a result his amendment. now
meets the situation.

Amendment on the Council’s amendment
put and passed; the Couneil’s nmendment as
amended agreed to.

No. 19: Insert a new claunse, as follows:—
Citation of principal Act and Amendments.
—The principal Aet and amendments, in-
cluding this Act, may be cited as the Trathic
Act, 1919-1930.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : [ move—
That the amendment he agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Councils
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions
adopted,

On motion by the Minister Yor Works a
eommittee consisting of Mr. MeCallum, the
Attorney General snd the mover appointed
to draw up reasons for disagreeing with the
Couneil’s amendment No. 1.

reported and the report

Reasons sdopted and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Council.

House adjourned ot 11.17 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor received and
read, notifying assent to the undermentioned
Bills :—

1, Main Roads,

2, Edueation Act Amendment.

3, Wagin Hospital Validation.

4, Roman Catholic New Norcia Church

Property Act Amendment.

5, Land Tax and Ineome Tax.

6, Inspection of Seaffolding Aet Amend-
ment,

7, Stamp Aect Amendment (No. 1).
8, Stamp Act Amendment {No. 3).
9, Metropolitan Market Trust Road.

10, Agricultural Bank Act Amendment
(No, 2)

BILL—EVIDENCE ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a third time, and returned to the
Assembly with an amendment.

BILL—ROADS CLOSURE.
Recommitial.
Resumed from the previous day; Hon. J.

Cornell in the Chair; the Minister for Coun-
try Water Supplies in charge of the Bill.

New Clause:

The CHATRMAN: Progress was reported
on a proposed new clause, reading as fol-
lows :-—*7. Thai portion of Miriam-street in

the North Fremantle municipal district ex-
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tending from the ecastern side of Bracks-
street to the western side of Napier-street
i5 hereby closed, and all rights-of-way over
the same shall cease on the passing of this
Aet, and the land comprised therein is here-
by revested in His Majesty as of his former
ectate.”

Hon. G. FRASER: In conncetion with
this new clause it is necessary for me to
refer to another land transaction. Four or
five years ago the land in question was
vested in the Workers' Homes Board, from
whom it was again taken because no applica-
tion had been made for the lund. Without
any reference being made to the North Fre-
mantle Council, a Bill was passed by another
place cloging the read herve reterred to. I
happened to be a member of the North Fre-
mantle Council at the time, and knew that
if the Bill passed both Chamhers two houses
in the road concerned would be cut off from
communieation with North Fremantle. Ae-
cordingly I moved in the North Fremantle
Couneil 2 motion requesting the members
for the district to oppose the Bill in ques-
tion, which was eventvally deteated in this
Chamber. A couple of years later the North
Fremantle Council were approached by the
Government with a request to withdraw
their opposition, and were informed that
the Government proposed to sell some of
the land affected to the Ford Motor Com-
pany, who would noi agree to purchase un-
}ess the North Fremantle Couneil agreed to
the closing of the road which eént the block
in two. Certain negotiations then took
place between the North Fremantle Counecil
and the Lands Department. Promises were
made at that dime by the Lands Depart-
ment, but were not reduced to writing. The
Mayor of North Fremantle was promised
by the Under Secretary for Lands that if
the closure of the road were agreed to by
the North Fremantle Council, another road
would be construeted giving communication
to the two houses in question. Upon the
withdrawal of the North Fremantie Coun-
¢ils opposition, ibe measure passed this
Chamber, and the land in question was sold
to the Ford Company. After the comple-
tion of the megotiations the Lands Depart-
ment asserted that no promise o make com-
munication with ihe main rond was given,
and as a result the person living in one
house at the top end of the street is still
without such ecommunication. Recently a
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lady died in the house in question, and in
order that the hearse might reach the pre-
mises a right-of-way had to be constructed.
One of the two houses was bought hv ton
Ford Company, but blocks of land in the
stroet are held by varions people who nutu-
rally will not build under existing condi-
tions. It is understood that the soe: offerved
for the land is €495, and the Nort: Fre-
mantle Council desire to aseerlain from the
Lands Department just what it is intended
to do with that money, All the reply
they have so far Leen akle to got is, “Wait
tili Lthe Bill goes tlronzh.” The North Fre-
mantle (‘ouneil consider it most unfair that
the Lands Department will not disclose theiv
decision regarding the money until the Bill
is passed. Unofficially they are informed
that the Government are prepaved to give
them the £495 provided they will aceept
the rvesponsibility of remaking the street
from Thompson-road to the main road, there-
by relieving the Government of the need forr
doing so. At a conference held some little
time ago, the Minister for Lands agreed to
make £100 available for ihe remaking of tho
road.  The Government's attitude is thai,
they will make the road for £495 if the
Noith Fremantle Counecil will forego the
€100, The North Fremantle Council, il the
Clovernment will guarantee to hand the
money over fo them, are prepared on their
part to guarantee that none of the £45 wil!
he spent in the ordinavy vourse of wurlks
in the municipality, but that fhe whole of
it will he applied te the velief of uuem-
ployed. That is a fair propesition, and [
hope the Minister will hold the Bill over
nntii such time as the Governrme:t make
an official declaration of their imtentions re-
gariling the money. I hope the Minister
wisl azain report progress, and bave in-
quiries made into the matter and inform
the Chamber accordingly. )

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: 1 can assure the
hon. member I will take un this matter with
the department, and that whatever promise
muy have been made by the department will
be honoured hy the Government. But if is
seurcely fair to ask me to report progress
on this measure when there is no objection
to it. Tt would not be right for me thus to
holdl up the business now that we are near-
ing the end of the session, unless it was for
the purpose of securing further information.
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Hon. G. W. MILES: If what Mr. Fraser
has said regarding Thompson-road is correet,
there is every necessity for the Minister fo
report progress. According to Mr. Fraser
u verbal promise was given that £100 would
be provided for the making of that road,
und now that undertaking has been repudi-
ated. Before we pass this proposed new
clause, the North Fremantle Council should
be given an opportunity to oppose it.
THon, J. J. HOLMES: I look upon the
closing of a road as a very serious matter.
Whenever sueh a proposal comes before us,
[ always want to know whether or not the
loeal authority has approved of it. It seems
to me a very serious mistake has been made
by someone, To sell people land which has
a road passing it, und then subsequently to
tlose that road without leaving any means
of access to the property is very serious in-
deed, no matter how small a cottage or hold-
ing it may be, The Minister would be well
advised to report progress. As for talking
about the session coming to an end, that 1=
idle. In my view we have scareely begun
the session.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: 1 agree with the
previous speaker. As there is no particular
argeney about the matter, I also ask the
Minister to report progress so that we might
have the full facts of the case.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: The pro-
posed new clause does not seem to have any
connection with the eclosing of Thompson-
road. I think they must be two different
propositions. If so, then as Mr., Fraser
snggests, it really seems that the passing of
this proposed new clause has been made a
condition precedent to the seeuring of the
£439 in respect of Thompson-road. How-
ever, I will snpport the Minister.

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: Tt is an arbitrary
actiop on the part of those who would hold
up this measure, to which there is no objec-
tion whatever, so that they might make it a
vondition precedent to some other transae-
tion. I got into touech with the Under See-
retary of Lands and he told me there was
no agreement fo pay £495 in respect of
Thompson-road. He further said the block
of land taken over by the Ford Company is
now producing rates for the North Fre-
mantle council, and so is of benefit to that
body. As to the £100 the Government were
going to find for the making of the road, the
officer explained that the money is not in
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the Treasury at the present time. Of course
all this has ne connection whatever with the
proposed new clause, but it has been
brought up by Mr, Fraser. The position is
that members are saying to the Government,
“Youn must do certain things before we agree
to the proposed new clause.”

Ron, G. FRASER: The Government have
taken up the same attitude as that adopted
by the North Fremantle council, for the
Government are saying, “Why bhold up
Mirign-street because of Thompson-read?”
When the Government were askéd by the
North Fremantle council for the £495 as
promised, the Government said, “Wait till
the Bill goes through,”  If the Bill goes
through before the North Fremantle couneil
can secure some definite undertaking by the
Government, I am afraid the council will
get very little out of the transaction. We
want some definite understanding in respect
of both transactions before this is finally
dealt with.

New clanse put and passed.

Bill reported with amendments.

BILL—ERESERVES.
Recommittal.

Resumed from the preceding day. Hon.
J. Cornell in the Chair; the Minister for
C'ountry Water Supplies in charge of the
Bill.

Clause 12—Portion of King’s Park re-
serve to be set apart for water supply pur-
poses: (Partly considered).

The CHATRMAN': Progrdss was reported
on Clause 12, to which Mr. Lovekin has
moved an amendment as follows:—*“Strike
out all the words after ‘Schednle’ in the third
line and insert the following :—‘may be leased
to the Minister controlling the Metropolitan
Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage De-
pavtment for a period not exceeding twenty-
one yeurs: Provided that the terms and con-
ditions of such lease shall be subjeet to the
approval of the Governor.””

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: T simply ¥ise {o cor-
reet what the Minister said regavding the
action of the Government towards the King's
Park Board. He suggested the Government
had #iven the board a lot of water for which
the board ougiit to be charged 9d. per thou-
sand gallons. Actually the hoard had a
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pumping plant and good water for (ke park,
which it was using at a eost of Jd. per thou-
sand gallons, but the Government si:id they
could not have two water aulhorities, the
Metropolitan Water Supply Department and
the King's Park Board, and thereiore the
board must relinquish its water and plant.
An arrangement was arrived at, praciically
by foree, by which the Governmsnt took over
the plant and meins and paid the board in
water, hased on 6d. per thousand <allons.
When that was finished an agreement was
entered into hetween the hoard and the Min-
ister for Water Supply by whicht the heard
was to yield up an area of ~ix ares for new
reservoirs, the consideration heing 10,000,600
gallons of water, with any payvment for ex-
cess at 6d. per thousand gallons. [ wished
to put that right, hecanse it appeared from
the Minister's statement that the board had
made an enormous gain out of this {ransac-
tion, whereas we made & loss and vere cum-
pelled to use hore water, which destroyed
the plants, when we had good water which
kept the grass and plants in fivst-class order.
1 wish to repeat what Mr. Holines has just
said, namely that when a local authority
objects to any legislativn or motion if is
customary in this House to give cvery eon-
sideration to the views of that loeal antlority
if the protest is a reasonable one. Here we
have the King's Park Board unanimously
entering & protest against the transfer of
this very small piece of land, which however
involves a big principle. The Government
are determined by Aect of Parliament 1o
transfer that land. We say the Water Sap-
ply Department can have the use of that
land continuously, and use it as long as is
necessary, provided that when the depart-
ment is finished with it, it shall revert to the
King’s Park. That is all we ave contending
for.

Hon. J. XICHOLSON: Since the Com-
miltee last met I have had an apportunity
to Lurther investigate this mautter and I am
able to confirm what Mr. Lovekin has said.
The members of the King's Park Board are
carrying out their work, not for personai
gain, but for the henefit of Western .\us-
tralin. The public of Western Australia
are greatly indebted io the prexident ol the
bourd, Mr. Lovekin, who not only at per-
sonal financial sacrifice, but also in his own
time, devotes a lot of attention tu the park.
The park would not he what it ix had it
not been for his veluntary aid and  the
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cnergy he displays in conneciion with every-
thing associated with it. It has bheen a
hobby of hig, and an excellent one too, and
I {eel sure members will appreciate what
Mr. Lovekin has done, We ought to realise
that, in the stand he has adopted, he is
vnly taking up the attitude which all wust
rezard as proper. It is the duty of trustees
to see that they safeguard the reserves cn-
{rusted to their care, and when we find inon
like Mr., Lovekin spending their own money
in beautitying a public ground, we must
consider that the people are very well o’
indeed. Al that is now asked for iy that
the Water Works Department should have
the use of the land for a definite period only,
subject to a lense the terms and conditions
of which are to be approved by the Govern-
ment. Twenty-one vears would be an ade-
quate pueried for the purpose for which the
Water Supply Department would require
Lhe land, If we allow a piece of land to be
alienated from a reserve, we are establish-
g & very bad praetice. Tt is wrong to
try to cut out this piece of land from the
park.

The MINISTER TFOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: [ congratalaie e
members of the King's Park Board on tic
light they have put up for the amendment.
T agree mtively with whal Mr. Nicholson
said about Mr. Iwovekin's interest in toe
park.  Western Anzslralinns have a lot to
thaule Mr., Lovekin for in this respeet. At
the previous sitting Mr. Lwvekin referred
to 1,000,000 gallons which the hoard re-
ceived free in considevation of a transfer
of six acres to the Water Supply Depart-
ment.  What Mr. Lovekin said was hardly
vorrect.  The first allowance of free water
was 12,000,000 gallons and the next allow-
ance 8,000,000 gallons, so that King's Park
has available 20,000,000 gallous of free
water. Then after thai 9d. a thousand gal-
lons is charged, and that amowunt is also
levied Lrom all hodies similar to the King's
Park Board. A lot has heen said abont the
particular block on which the hore is heing
sunk. If the block were of any value, I
could under=tand the protest, but it is just
a little pocket at the foot of u ateep cliff,
and the Government require it for the pro-
tection of the property of others. The
money that is now being spent there is
being spent on behalf of the metropolitan
luxpayers, and the Government ask that the
small area be excised fromn the park reserve.
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Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. ‘e ..

Noes .. .- .. .-

l 1l Ba

Majority against ..

AYES,

Hon, J. T. Franklin Tlon, A, Lovekin

Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. J. Nicholson

Hou, J. J. Holmes Hon. G. "W. Miles
{Teller).

Noza,

Hon. F. W. Allsop Hon, Sir C. Nathan

Hou. C. F. Baxter Hon. E, Rose

Hon. 4. M. Utew Hon, H, Seddon

Hon. G. Fraser Hon. H. Stewart

Hon. G. A. Kempton Hon. €. H. Wittennom

Hon. E. H. H. Hall

(Teller).

Hon. W. H. Kitson
Hon. J. M. Macfarlane

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: If the land to be
excised from the park were allowed to re-
main in the possession of the Water Supply
Department indefinitely, there would be an
irrcgularity in the line of the reserve along
Mount’s Bay-road, In the eomparatively
near future, it is quite likely that the Water
Supply Department will be under the con-
trol of another authority. It is desirable
that the land shall revert to the park when
no longer required for water supply puc-
poses. I move an amendment—

That a proviso be added to the clause as
follows:—* ‘Provided that if sueb land shall
cease to be msed as a reserve for the purpose
last mentioned, then such land shall revert
to, and be again ineluded in, the said Reserve
1720."7

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
drawing a lony bow in his amendment! He
is contemplating something that may hap-
pen in 50 years' time.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: On the other
hand, it may happen in five or ten years’
time.

Amendment put and passed: the clause,
&s amended, agreed to.

Bill again reported, with a further amend-
ment.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1, Companies Aet Amendment.
2, Stamp Act Amendment (No. 2).
Received from the Assembly.

[COUNCIL.}

BILL—TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT,
Assembly’s Nessage.

Message from the Assemly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to Amend-
ments Nos. 2 to 17, inclusive, and 19, made
by the Council, bad disagreed to Amend-
ment No. 1, and had agreed to Amendment
No. 18, subject to a further amendment.

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: In view of the fact
that the Government desire to pass the Bill
as soon as possible, so that we can collect
the taxation, I ask leave of the Heuse to
deal with the Assernbly’s message forthwith.

The PRESIDENT: Has the Leader of
the House leave to proceed with considera-
tion of the Assembly’s message forthwith?

Hon. H. STEWART: In a Bill of this
deseription, it is difficult to follow the fuli
effect of the amendment made by the As-
sembly, seeing that it is not before us on the
Notice Paper. -

Members: Hear, hear!

The PRESIDENT: If there is one dis-
senting voiee, leave cannot be granted.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The Minister is
looking for hother if he asks for leave of
the House. I suggest he move for the sus-
pension of the Standing Orders.

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: In view of the faet
that Mr. Stewart has entered an objection
and his remarks were followed by “Hear,
hear” from several members, 1 shall not
attempt to proceed with the matter forth-
with. I move—

That the consideration of the message re-
ecived from the Legislative Assembly Dbe
wade an order of the day for the next sitting
of the House.

Question put and passed.

BILL—STIPENDIARY MAGIS-
TRATES.

Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Couneil.
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MOTION—COLLIE POWER SCHEME,

Order of the Day read for the resumption
of the debate from the previous day on the
following motion by Hon. A. Lovekin:—

That in the opinion of this House Lke hest
interests of the State will be sarved by in-

stalling any new units for production of clee-
triec power at Collic instead of at East Perth.

HON. A. LOVEEKIN (Metropolitan)
[5.18]: If no other hon. member wishes to
speak to the motion, I desire to close the
debate, but I have asked questions, replies
to which I desire to bave from the Minister
before I speak. The Minister has promised
that I shall have the answers to-morrow.
In the circumstances, I move—

That the debate be adjourned.

The PRESIDENT: The Minister has
already spoken to the motion and he will
not be in order in making two speeches.

Bon. A, LOVEKIN: I have asked ques-
tions and the Minister has promised me those
replies to-morrow. I wart to have the re-
plies so that I can make unse of the infor-
mation in replying to the debate on the mo-
tion.

Motion (adjournmment) put and passed.

MOTION—RAILWAY FREE PASSES,
TO RESTRICT.

Debate resumed from the 4th November
on the following motion by Hon. A. Love-
kin:—

That in the opinion of this House the time
has arrived when the practice of issuing life
and free passes on State rallways and tram-
ways should cease, except in the following
cases:—(a} to members of Parliament during
their tenurc of office; (b) to railway em-
ployees in remote distriets for the purpose of
marketing and for one journsy .-uch year for
themselves, their wives and familu:s vrhen on
annual heliday; {(¢) to maimed soldicrs.

HON. A, LOVEKIN (Metropolitan—in
reply) [5.25]: I wish to say a few words
in closing the dcbste. 1 snggest that the
Minister delivered fo us a speech that was
prepared for him by someone else.

The Minister for Country Water Sup-
plies: Youn are quite wrong.

Hon. A. LOVEKXIN: T suggest in all seri-
ousness, 14 was prepared by someone else
hecause the language used was eertainly not
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Baxterian, nor was it Shakesperean. Per-
haps I jumped at the conelusion that it
was not the Minister’s own production.

The Minister for Country Water Sup-
plies: You certainly did.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I remember one of
the incidents of my life in Sonth Anstralia
when a gentleman named Coghlan stood for
clection to Parliament, and I wrote his elec-
tioneering speeches for him. I went to great
trouble over his principal speech and left
spaces here and there to indicate applanse
and cheers. I presented the speech to him,
and when he read if, he jumped over the
periods and stopped ‘n the middle of sen-
tences. That did not add to the value of the
speech. As I listened to the Minister, he
reminded me of

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: Some of your
past transgressions.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: He jumped over the
periods and stopped in the middle of sen-
tences. He obvicusly felt that something
was wrong and went back again, re-vead
the sentence and proceeded with his utter-
ance. It was a speech evidently not the
Minister’s, but rather the effort of an Old
Bailey lawyer who, having no case at all,
simply desired to work round the case pre-
sented against him.  The Minister stated
that in private businesses privileges were
granted. Fe instaneed oil companies giving
their employees shares on which they gunar-
anteed a refurn of 12 per cent. Doubtless
the oil eompanies may have done such things,
but we must bear in mind that they would
grant such privileges out of profits, whereas
the railways are giving all these privileges
out of losses which fall on the man on the
land, whose interests I am muech coneerned
about because, nnless that reed is strong
enongh to hold us, we shall go under. The
Minister said I had been guilty of agreeing
to these privileges, because the regulations
had been placed on the Table of the House
and I had not moved to disallow them. Mr.
Cornell interjected to the effect that the
regulations had been tabled long before I be-
came a meniber of the House. That is a
fact. The Minister was dumbfounded at the
interjection, and was unable to make a reply
to it, showing thai his speech had been pre-
pared for him by some other authority.

The Minister for Country Water Sup-
plies: The regulation referred to I had the
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pleasure of laying on the Table quite re-
cently.

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: It must have been
a new regulation, and one having nothing
to do with the set of regulations on which
my motion is based. Those regulations have
been in operation for a number of years,
The Minister alzo made a dive at the news-
papers. T do not know whether that had
anything to do with privileges to railway
servants. At any rate the Minister said the
newspapers were earried all over the place
for next to mothing, 1 happen to know
something about that matter. [ find that
the newspaper rates bring in very good rev-
enue to the railways. The charge is some-
thing like £14 per ton, which is the rate rul-
ing between Perth and Fremantle and Perth
and Midland Junetion. That is a fair rate
tor earrving very liigh elass goods; anyhow
it is a rate amounting to some 33 per cent.

of the selling wvalne of the paper.
That the vate is too high is shown
by  the fuet that the newspaper

offices have ceased to forward their papers
by railway, except in cervtain eases where it
is more convenient to use the railway. The
bulk of the papers ave despatched by road
because of the practically prohibilive rate
charged by the railways, At one time we
used lo send single copies of newspapers
and Parliamentary debates {o fettlers all
along the line. We used to send them at
shilling rates, which worked out at about
}d. per c¢opy, the papers at (hat time being
sold at 1d. The department raised the rates
and the newspaper offices either had to pay
the extra freight or cease selling the papers.
They ceased selling the papers. 1 do not
know whether that was of any advantage to
the fettlers and others in the outhack por-
tions of the railway system. I was noi
good for the railways becanse they lost the
freight. That is what the Jlinister was
pleased to refer to as half parcels rate.
As will be realised, it is a very high rate.
He also said the department zranted con-
cessions to the Jowrnalists’ Association,
whose members were actually allowed to go
through the barrier on to the platform with-
out purchasing a platform ticket at a cost
of 2d. or 3d., in order to interview the
Premier on his return, or the Prime Minister
when he visited the State. This is one of
the great concessions to the newspapers. 1
am afraid that if the depariment decided
{o charge the 3d., it would he against the
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public interest, beeanse the newspap
offices would not bother to send reporte
to the railway station if they were to |
bailed up for 3d. at the barrier. It is n
the amount so much as the inconvenience (
being bailed up, because a reporier has
get about his business smartly and shou
not he checked hy porters and others in {l
discharge of his duties. The Minister al:
introduced a little sentiment into his speec
He said some members holding lite pass
and not now in Parliament were hraken '
health or wrecked mentally as a result «
their labours for the people, und the gran
ing of a life pass was the oniy way in whi
Australia as a nation could confer o
lionour upon its public men.

Hon, Sir William Lathlain: That is Ba
terian,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Yes, 1 can unde
stand an honour heing ¢onferred upon pul
lic men for valuable servives, especiall
when they have fallen into a state of il
heaith or mental decay, but I cannot
derstand that it is quite the thing to gra
a life pass to a gentleman who has bec
T'remier for 12 months, Minister for thr
vears, or Speaker or President for tlu
vears. [ cannot see that there is any ohl
gation on the public to provide life pass
for sueh a gentleman, cspecially at a tin
when the railways are making a huge los
As 1 explained, out of the life passes, tl
pool gets £150 a year and the life pass val
on the State vailways is £148, and so a gentl
man who may accidently be Premier fc
12 months gets what amounts to a pensio
for life in the form of a ratlway tick
worth nearly £300 a year. 1 do not thin
the puhblic should be called upon to me
such charges when the railways are makin
a great toss. There were some points T g
up which the Minister passed over er
tirely. He did not touch the point T mad
ahout the trotting authorities having fre
tramway passes, and about civil servanl
living at Cottesloe and other places havin
free passes. When the railways are tnakin
such a loss, why should those people hax
passes and this at a time when the men wh
are produeing the wealth upon which th
country depends are being iold that freighi
must be increased because of the losses
There is another point. 1t is put before £l
people in the Estimates that £2,500 is th
vost to the country of free passes for every
hady converned. The people arc not tol
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that the granting of the privilege is not met
by the £2,500, bui that the eost, according
to the report of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, is £36,000. The Minister said it was
quite a good thing that all the railway em-
Pployees shonld have the free run of the lines
s0 that they might acquire a knowledge of
the business of the railways. He instanced
a Mr. Thorrton who took charge of the
Canadian National Railways, and said that
ihe first thing he did was to go over the
whole of the railway system. That was
gquite a proper thing for him to do. It
is the proper thing for the Cowmmissioner,
the General Traffic Manager and the heads
of the railways to make themselves conver-
sant with the working of the system. No
one expects them to pay, but nohody ecan
tell me it is necessary for the porter at
Mullews, his wife and family, to travel free
over the railways once a year at the holiday
period. Then ihere are the thousands of
men at Midland Junetion, blacksmiths and
others. What justificaiion is there for them,
with their wives and families, to travel the
railways free every holiday when the rail-
ways are making such a bhuge loss?

Hon. G, W. Miles: Ministers are still
nsing the Ministerial ecars.

Hon. A. LOVEEKIN: Perhaps they are

entitled to iravel in that way, but it is a

form of extravagance that should not be
induiged in, especially at times like the
present. The point I emphasise is that at
present, with the loss on the railways, nll
the privileges ouniside what I may tern
necessary privileges ought to be abolished.
Passes to eivil servants, trotting associa-
tions, porters, blacksmiths and their wives
and families should be stopped, so that the
Commissioner may bhe given a reasonable
opportunity to make his expenditure and
ineome balanee, and not be compelled to
force wp freights against people on the
land who are endeavouring to retrieve the
fortunes of this country. I hope members
will agree to the motion, because all it asks
is that the unnecessary privileges shall
henceforth be discontinued.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 542 p.m,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 43¢

p.m., and read prayers,

QUESTION—BUTTER SUPPLIES,
GOLDFIELDS,

Mr. BAERNARD ({without notice) asked
the Ainister for Railways: Has his atten-
tion been drawn to a telegram that appeared
in the “West Australian” this morning re-
aarding the earriage of butter over the rail-
ways, wherein it was stated that the bufter
had arrived in poor condition? 1f so, will
he endeavour to provide proper transport
tucilifies s0 as to limit the importation of
butter from the Eastern States, which, as
stated in the telegram, consists of 200 eases
of butter per week.

The MINISTER FQOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: I noticed the statement in the “West
Australian.” On investigation I found that
the fauit did not rest entirely with the Rail-
way Department. The butter manufacturers
in the Eastern States send their butter to
the goldfields in wooden boxes and surround
them with wet sacks. During the extreme
heat, the boxes are packed in jee. The West-
ern Anstralian manufacturers send their but-
ter to Kalgoorlie in wooden boxes. They do
not take any other steps to protect their
consignments from the heat, as is done by
the Easterm manufacturers, with whom they
are in competition. If the goldfields peaple
obtained their butter, say, from the Narro-
gin factory, the journey would occupy about
25 hours, which is a big saving in transit



